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INCIDENT REPORT
February 25, 2016

PREPARED BY: Trisha Asuncion, Hazardous Materials Specialist II
Contra Costa Health Services Hazardous Materials Programs (CCHSHMP)

INCIDENT NO. 160224-02

(cross-reference Concord PD Case No. 163123)
LOCATION: Residence

1076 Fox Meadow Way

Concord, CA 94518
RESPONDING
TEAM MEMBERS: Trisha Asuncion (lead), Tod Hickman, Adam Springer, Seth Heller (trainee)

SUMMARY

Through Sheriff’s Dispatch, Concord Police Department (PD) Lt. Nick Gartner contacted CCHSHMP
(Haz Mat) regarding an unmarked box truck emanating a strong chemical odor parked at the subject
location/residence. The call was originally made by a neighbor. Because the residence had previous
drug contacts, PD had concern over the truck possibly housing a small methamphetamine lab. PD
requested Haz Mat’s assistance on assessing the potential impact of the unknown contents of the truck
to public safety. There was consideration of PD obtaining an emergency search warrant to open the
truck as the home owner and person responsible for the truck was not available at the time of the call.

Adam Springer and Tod Hickman were dispatched directly to the scene and to make contact with PD.
Seth Heller, and [, Trisha Asuncion, met at the office and drove our two equipment vehicles, 6868
(HM3) and 6824 (HM1), respectively, to the residence. On our arrival, the home owner was present
and helping PD open the truck. Springer and Hickman were already at the scene, and determined that
the suspected chemical odor may be the old gasoline slowly dripping from the truck’s fuel tank. We
observed a small puddle of the gasoline underneath the truck near the driver’s side. The odor was
strongest towards the front of the truck where the puddle was found.

The home owner and PD were unable to fully open the roll-up door at the back of the truck; however,
it appeared that the contents consisted mostly of “junk” household items and had no chemical odor.
This led Haz Mat to believe that the actual source of the chemical odor did not originate from inside
the truck, but from the slow gasoline fuel leak dripping onto the driveway. PD ordered the home
owner to immediately tow the truck out of the neighborhood and clean up the small release of
gasoline. Haz Mat departed the scene before the truck was towed, though one officer from PD stayed
to ensure that the home owner will conduct the towing and clean-up as agreed.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Incident Report Form - #160224-02
2. Photos
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