Contact Information

Contra Costa Environmental Health

agencies

Contra Costa County Environmental Health
925-692-2500
2120 Diamond Blvd., suite 200
Concord, CA 94520
http://www.cchealth.org/eh/
California Department of Public Health
Medical Waste Management Program
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/medicalwaste/Pages/
default.aspx
916-449-5671
California Department of Public Health
Licensing and Certification Division
800-554-0354
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/LNC/Pages/
LNCcontact.aspx

Home Generated Medical Waste

medical waste

Recycling of Unwanted Medication:
http://www.wastediversion.org/app_pages/view/219
For a list of facilities that accept home-generated needles/
sharps/syringes in Contra Costa County, visit
http://www.cccounty.us/depart/cd/recycle/
Medical Sharps Collection Program at Mount View
Sanitary District: www.mvsd.org/direct.htm and
www.mvsd.org/contact.htm

A Division of Contra Costa Health Services
2120 Diamond Blvd, Suite 200
Concord, CA. 94520

Home-Generated Sharps Recycling:
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/homehazwaste/healthcare/
collection/

Environmental Health

For information on home-generated medical waste or
medication disposal, visit the Central Contra Costa Solid
Waste Authority’s website at the links below:

management
program

Introduction

Generator Regulations

In March 1992, the Contra Costa County Board
of Supervisors adopted a resolution authorizing
the Health Services Department to implement a
Medical Waste Management Program. Contra
Costa Environmental Health (CCEH) is charged
with administering the State’s Medical Waste
Management Program for Contra Costa County.
This includes issuing permits to generators of
medical waste, responding to complaints of
illegally disposed medical waste, and
implementing the Medical Waste Management Act
of 1991.

In order to maintain compliance, medical waste
generators must meet the following requirements:
 Complete and submit a permit application
along with applicable fees.
 Submit a Medical Waste Management Plan on
forms provided by CCEH.
 Maintain an annual permit through CCEH.
 Maintain tracking documents from your
registered medical waste hauler.
 Maintain treatment records if on-site treatment
of medical waste is conducted.
 Participate in annual inspections conducted
by CCEH. An inspection of a medical waste
generator facility is required prior to issuance of
some permits.

CCEH staff conduct inspections, investigate
complaints, and provide in-service training and
consultation to medical waste generators. These
services are available to the business and medical
communities and private citizens.

Definitions

Medical Waste Transportation

Medical Waste — is generated as a result of
diagnosis, treatment, or immunization of humans or
animals; and meets the definition of Biohazardous
and/or Sharps Waste. Medical waste does not
include medications.

 Transporters of medical waste must be
registered with the California Department of
Public Health as a medical waste hauler.
 Facilities which generate less than 200 pounds
of Medical Waste per month and transport
less than 20 pounds of waste to an authorized
facility may apply for a Limited Quantity Hauling
Exemption through CCEH.

Biohazardous Waste — includes, but is not limited to,
laboratory waste, microbiology specimens, surgery
specimens, infectious animal parts, waste with
recognizable fluid blood, and infectious excreta or
secretions from humans.
Sharps Waste — includes, but is not limited to,
hypodermic needles, hypodermic needles with
syringes, blades, needles with attached tubing,
syringes contaminated with Biohazardous Waste,
and broken glass.

Requirements
storage and disposal

 All biohazardous waste is to be placed in a
red biohazard bag properly labeled with the
words “Biohazardous Waste” or with the word
“BIOHAZARD.”
 Medical waste is to be contained separately
from other waste and placed for storage,
handling, or transport in a properly labeled rigid
container. The container must be leak resistant
and have a tight-fitting lid.
 Sharps waste is to be disposed in a properly
sealed and labeled sharps container.
 Medical waste must be collected by a registered
hauler every 7 days unless the facility generates
less than 20 pounds per month (in this case, the
waste may be stored up to 30 days).
 A designated accumulation area should be
secure so as to deny access to unauthorized
persons. The area should also be protected
from animals, natural elements, and vermin
harborage.

treatment

Treating medical waste changes the biological
character and composition of the waste (except
for Sharps). As a result of this treatment, infectious
agents are eliminated. For those generators who
perform on-site treatment of medical waste, steam
sterilization is the primary treatment method that is
approved for permitting by CCEH. Once the medical
waste is treated by an approved method, it ceases to
be regulated under the Medical Waste Management
Act and is classified as solid waste.

Contact the County Medical Waste Program staff for information
regarding other approved alternative technologies and permitting
requirements for on-site treatment.

